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Name  
 

Role  

Attendees 

Michael Muston (MM)  Independent Chairperson 

James Johnson (JJ) Community Representative 

Col Mitchell (CM) Community Representative 

Ana Gracanin (AG) Community Representative (attended via Teams online) 

David Henry (DH) Wollondilly Shire Council Representative 

Peter Vale (PV) Tahmoor Coal Representative 

Zina Ainsworth (ZA) Tahmoor Coal Representative 

Amanda Bateman (AB) Tahmoor Coal Representative (minute taker) 

Invitees 

Natalie Brumby (NB) Tahmoor Coal Representative  

Nick Le Baut (NLB) Tahmoor Coal Representative  

Apologies 

Greg Kininmonth (GK)  Resources Regulator  

Robert Khan (RK) Wollondilly Shire Council Representative 

David Auchterlonie (DA)  Community Representative 

Bob Clayton (BC) Community Representative 

Matthew Montgomery (MMt) Subsidence Advisory NSW 

April Hudson (AH) Tahmoor Coal Representative  

Thomas O’Brien Tahmoor Coal Representative 

David Talbert (DT) Tahmoor Coal Representative  
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Time 

Location 

Date 

5.00pm to 6.35pm  

Teams Meeting (COVID -19) 

3 June 2021 

Minute Taker AB 

Who 
When 

Req’d 

Date 

Raised 

1. Welcome and Introductions  

1.1. Michael Muston is the Independent Chairperson. He acknowledged the Traditional Owners 

of the land on which we met and paid respects to their Elders, past and present.  

1.2. ZA informed the committee of David Talbert’s retirement and advised that Ross Barber will 

be filling the Subsidence Project Manager role.  

1.3. MM acknowledged the retirement of David Talbert and passed on the committee’s best 

wishes. 

NOTE   03/06/21 

2. Declarations of Interest    

2.1. MM is paid by Tahmoor Coal. 

2.2. Tahmoor Coal Apprentice Engagement Program purchase barbeque items from Khan 

Supa IGA Picton, which is owned and operated by RK. 

NOTE   03/06/21 

3. Apologies    

3.1. As per list above. NOTE   03/06/21 

4. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

4.1. Confirmation of Minutes from 4 March 2021 accepted. 

Note: Q1 minutes have been added to the Tahmoor Website  
NOTE   03/06/21 

5. Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

5.1. TCCCC creek tour scheduled for 20 April 2021 at 2pm – Action completed  

5.2. TCCCC creek tour video to be organised and shown at next meeting for Committee 

members who could not attend the creek tour – video held over for September meeting 

5.3. A member from Subsidence Advisory NSW to do a presentation on the claims process and 

the current Mine Subsidence Compensation Act 2017 – SA NSW sent their apologies for 

the presentation but provided their IPC submission letter outlining the legislation change 

and claims process and advised for any committee members to contact SA NSW directly if 

they have specific questions. AB to discuss with BC and possibly raise at next meeting 

CLOSED 

 

OPEN 

 

 

 

OPEN 

 

SEP 21 

 

 

 

04/03/21 

6. Correspondence - update as per the agenda  

6.1. Follow up from Q1 TCCCC meeting - email for SA NSW Claims process – Emailed by 

Amanda Fitzgerald 16/03/2021 

6.2. TCCCC Meeting follow up – request for SA NSW to attend Q2 meeting for Claims 

presentation – Emailed by Amanda Fitzgerald 16/03/2021 

6.3. TCCCC Meeting follow up – request for SA NSW to attend Q2 meeting for Claims 

presentation – Emailed by Michael Muston 17/03/2021 

6.4. Creek Tour meeting request – Emailed by Amanda Fitzgerald 17/03/2021 

6.5. TCCCC Meeting follow up – Confirmation for SA NSW to attend Q2 meeting for Claims 

presentation – Emailed by Matthew Montgomery SA NSW 19/03/2021 

6.6. Q1 TCCCC Meeting Minutes – Emailed by Amanda Fitzgerald 23/03/2021 

6.7. Q1 TCCCC Meeting Minutes Confirmation – Emailed by Michael Muston 23/03/2021 

6.8. Submission of Annual Report – Emailed by Michael Muston 23/03/2021 

6.9. Confirmation of Annual Report – Emailed by Melissa Anderson 23/03/2021 

6.10. Request for Creek Tour to be extended to WSC councillors and staff and on to Local MP – 

Emailed by Amanda Francis 26/03/2021 

NOTE   03/06/21 
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6.11. Acceptance of Creek Tour to be extended to WSC and Local MP - Emailed by Michael 

Muston 27/03/2021 

6.12. Q1 TCCCC Chair invoice submitted for payment - Emailed by Michael Muston 29/03/2021 

6.13. CMAP Quarterly Progress Report December 2020 Revision 1 - Emailed by Amanda 

Fitzgerald 31/03/2021 

6.14. Recent Media regarding Tahmoor Coal and Credit Suisse – Emailed by Peter Vale 

09/04/2021 

6.15. AEMR Annual Review – Emailed by Amanda Francis 12/04/2021 

6.16. Tahmoor South Approval Links – Emailed by Amanda Francis 23/04/2021 

6.17. Tahmoor South Approval – Emailed by Peter Vale 23/04/2021 

6.18. Western Domain Newsletter #2 April 2021 – Emailed by Amanda Fitzgerald 30/04/2021 

6.19. LW W1-W2 Six Monthly Report #3 May 2021 – Emailed by Amanda Bateman 28/05/2021 

6.20. SA NSW claims process information received – Emailed by Amanda Bateman 28/05/2021 

7. Committee Members Reports 

7.1. David Auchterlonie  

• Apologies DA   03/06/21 

7.2. Col Mitchell 

• No update CM  03/06/21 

7.3. David Henry 

• No update – raised items during presentation DH  03/06/21 

7.4. Robert Khan  

• Apologies RK  03/06/21 

7.5. Ana Gracanin  

• Message sent via Teams: Instead of mandating a VAM abatement, the IPC required 

that GHG studies investigate whether measures become ‘reasonable and feasible’ in 

future. Will Tahmoor South CCC work on SIMEC's draft GHG management plan? 

• PV advised that Tahmoor Coal will undertake the study required by the consent and 

communicate with the CCC regarding the outcomes of the study and the formulation 

of the Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan required by the consent.  

AG  03/06/21 

7.6. James Johnson  

• A number of Bargo community members have advised that they are unsure about the 

longwalls following the IPC approval, particularly with regards to Dogtrap Creek. 

• PV advised that Tahmoor Coal needs to do more work to gain extraction approval to 

mine the full length of LW103B and LW104B, however this is still the aim. 

JJ   03/06/21 

7.7. Bob Clayton 

• Apologies BC  03/06/21 

8. Mining Operations Update – Mine Update (presented by Peter Vale) 
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8.1. Mine Update:   

• Mine is performing very well despite recent challenges: 

o Collapse of Greensill, who were a major funder for GFG 

▪ GFG search for alternate funding 

▪ LPMA announcement of signing of terms sheets – now in due diligence 

o Major Fraud office investigation in UK 

o Credit Suisse application for “wind-up” in NSW Federal Court – initial hearing 6 

May 2021 resulted in mutual extension of time 

• Coal price – recent improvement despite ongoing trade issues with China 

• Ongoing COVID situation and effect on coal price, particularly driven by issues in India  

8.2. Western Domain: 

• Longwall West 2 has been our most productive longwall ever  

• Achieved all time ROM tonnes record year on 26 May 2021 

• Commenced preparations to remove longwall Friday 4 June 2021 

• Development operations in MGW3 challenged by localised geotechnical conditions – 

will have discontinuity between LWW2 and LWW3 

8.3. Tahmoor South: 

• Commenced development mining in 500 panel/TG1A/South 2 Mains 22 January 2021 

(within existing lease boundary) 

• Personnel commenced transition from Tahmoor North to Tahmoor South to form 

crews 

• Ongoing rehabilitation and construction works – ventilation, conveyors, gas drainage, 

etc. 

8.4. Tahmoor South consent: 

• On 23 April 2021, the Independent Planning Commission (IPC) granted development 

consent for Tahmoor South, subject to 168 conditions (59 pages). 

• We are in the process of working through the details of these conditions and 

developing action plans to meet these conditions. 

• Some of the aspects of the conditions include: 

o Developing 12 Environmental Management Plans 

o Implementation of noise mitigation measures (e.g. noise attenuation at CHPP, 

restricted dozer operations on the coal emplacement site, noise barrier around 

the coal stockpile, improvements to existing bund wall) 

o Stricter noise conditions on the implementation of the noise mitigation measures 

o Upgrade to the entrance to mine site 

o Installation of Water Treatment Plant 

o Enter into a Voluntary Planning Agreement with Wollondilly Council ($3.4M into 

Bargo Sportsground upgrades) 

o Technical committee to be established for Bargo Waste Management Centre 

o A25 & A26 require establishment of CCC and it may be combined with existing 

CCC 

• Scheduled commencement of Tahmoor South LW101A is September 2022 (subject 

to change pending operations) 

NOTE  03/06/21 



 
 

Tahmoor Colliery Community Consultative Committee 
Minutes of Meeting – Meeting Room 1 & Microsoft Teams (COVID 19)  
Thursday 3 June 2021 
 

 

Time 

Location 

Date 

5.00pm to 6.35pm  

Teams Meeting (COVID -19) 

3 June 2021 

Minute Taker AB 

Who 
When 

Req’d 

Date 

Raised 

8.5. Questions/comments regarding Tahmoor South consent 

• DH asked is there much duplication between EPA requirements and consent 

conditions? 

o ZA advised mainly with the RO plant. One management plan covers both 

the EPA and consent conditions. 

• DH raised council concerns with subsidence to waterways, built features and the 

waste management centre. 

o PV advised that Tahmoor Coal continues to work together with council on 

these matters. 

• DH thanked Tahmoor Coal for coming to present to council and allowing councillors 

to comment.  

• MM asked do the management plans link back to production? 

o ZA advised yes, the management plans are live documents which 

everyone adheres to and follows. 

• CM asked are there any additional communications/information available for new 

purchasers buying in a mine subsidence area? 

o ZA advised that it really relies on buyer beware and due diligence. Often 

solicitors and real estate agents do not flag this for purchasers.  

o AB advised that all NSW residents can now search property addresses in 

the NSW Planning Portal and it displays if the property is in a mine 

subsidence district. People can also contact Tahmoor Coal or Subsidence 

Advisory NSW for more information when buying property in the local area.  

NOTE  03/06/21 

9. Mining Operations Update - Western Domain Update (presented by Amanda Bateman, Zina Ainsworth and Natalie Brumby) 

9.1. Western Domain update - LW W1 Progress: 

• LW W2 mining progressed 1620m as of 31 May 2021, expected to be completed early 

June 2021 

• LW W3 plan to commence toward early September 2021 

9.2. Subsidence Monitoring Observations  

• 499 mm maximum observed vertical subsidence 

• LW W2 centerline monitoring data indicates observed subsidence to be less than 

650mm predicted 

• Observed ground strains are generally small 

• Observed GNSS unit movements are at the lower end of the observed range in the 

survey database for the Southern Coalfields at similar depths of cover 

9.3. Western Domain - Environmental  

• No observed subsidence-related impacts to dams, cliffs, steep slopes, agricultural 

land, ecology, or Aboriginal and historical heritage. 

• Surface water Level – no new impacts in reporting period. 

• Visual Inspections of Pools – ongoing inspections observed normal water levels. 

• Surface Water Quality – No impacts observed  

• Ground Water: 

o Following on from previous, TARP Level 3 trigger due to a trend of 

depressurisation below baseline range (TN036) April 2021. 

o Monitoring frequency increased from monthly to fortnightly. 

o Ground water monitoring will continue under the existing monitoring program. 

• LW W1-W2 Six Monthly Report distributed contains full details. 

9.4. Monitoring of Built Features  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE 
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• Approaching the end of Stonequarry Estate, weekly inspections continue however 

are expected to cease soon with end of panel. 

• Only minor impacts to roads and houses – cracking of tiles/pavements, some minor 

repairs completed. 

• No subsidence impacts observed to date for electrical, telecommunications or sewer 

infrastructure. 

• No subsidence issues to STP, although recent repair to storm water pit. 

9.5. Heritage Rail Update  

• LW W2 1620m of extraction – closest distance to railway 535m and continuing to 

move away. 

• Maximum total vertical subsidence along the rail corridor for LW W2 is 485mm.  

• No major issues or interruptions to rail operation. 

• All preparation works for LW W3 complete – only under track for short period of time 

at start and then moves away. 

• LW W3 is the last longwall passing beneath the PMLL. 

9.6. Rail Possession Work (Far Field)  

• Picton Tunnel  

o Strengthening straps installed on pre-existing cracks during active trains 

operations. 

o Kinematic envelope survey completed – this tracks the train profile through the 

tunnel – monitors tunnel clearances during subsidence. 

o Rail stress and temperature monitoring installed on track through tunnel. 

• Picton Viaduct  

o Abseilers cleared vegetation and installed monitoring systems and prisms.  

o Laser distometers installed on Viaduct – clamped and drilled into mortar only. 

o Track Monitoring System installed across viaduct. 

o 2 of 3 monitoring boreholes installed adjacent viaduct. 

o Inclinometers to be installed to enable detection of subsurface movements. 

o Final borehole to be completed by end of June 2021. 

9.7. Western Domain Approvals  

• LW W3-W4 Extraction Plan: 

o Submission of LW W3-W4 Extraction Plan 10 May 2021 

o Government Agency presentation and site visit 10 June 2021 

o Scheduled commencement of LW W3 is September 2021 

• LW W3-W4 Extraction Plan – Environmental and Built Features: 

o Rockbar 17 to the north 

o Rural residential, small scale cattle and horse grazing 

o 69 private properties (no houses to be directly mined beneath) 

o Six listed historical heritage sites (Mushroom Tunnel, Weatherboard Cottage, 

Redbank Uniting Church, Picton Tunnel, Antill Street Underbridge, Rural 

Landscape of Thirlmere Way) 

o Eight registered Aboriginal heritage sites (one grinding groove, six open 

artefacts and one modified tree) 

o Mining beneath Rail – Picton Mittagong Loop Line 

• Documents in Preparation 

o Extraction Plan main document (402 pages) 

o Water Management Plan (598 pages) 

o Land Management Plan (154 pages) 

o Biodiversity Management Plan (305 pages) 
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o Heritage Management Plan (216 pages) 

o Built Features Management Plan (55 pages) 

o Public Safety Management Plan (182 pages) 

o Subsidence Monitoring Program (341 pages) 

• LW W3-W4 Extraction Plan – Subsidence, Tilt and Curvature predictions: 

• DH advised that Council will be lodging a submission on the Extraction Plan. There 

is a reasonably long interface with residential properties and landholder concerns 

regarding subsidence impacts and the management will be raised in the 

submission. In addition, it is recognised that the public exhibition of the Plan is not a 

statutory requirement. However, the submission will request that the document 

should be exhibited given the level of community interest and scale of the document 

as well as for transparency purposes.    

10. Environment Update (presented by Natalie Brumby and Amanda Bateman) 

10.1. Environmental Incidents  

• There were no Environmental Incidents reported since the previous meeting. 

Month Environmental Incidents 

March 2021 0 

April 2021 0 

May 2021 0 
 

NOTE  03/06/21 

10.2. Community Complaints  

• There were 9 community complaints reported since the previous meeting. 

Month  Community Complaints  

March 2021 2 

April 2021 6 

May 2021 1 
 

NOTE  03/06/21 

10.3. Depositional Dust  

• Deposited dust levels continue to be well below EPA target levels of 4mg/m2 per 

month. 

NOTE  03/06/21 

10.4. Water – License Discharge Point 1  

• There were nil exceedances since the last meeting.  
NOTE  03/06/21 

10.5. Waste Water Treatment Plant   

• RO Plant is designed to meet ANZECC Guidelines as per EPL conditions (EC, Ba, 

Ni, As, Zn, Cu, N, Al, pH, CaCO3). 

• RO Plant contract has been awarded to IXOM. 

• Pilot plant to be installed September 2021. 

NOTE  03/06/21 
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• EPL special condition for pilot plant installation by October 2021 and main plant prior 

to Tahmoor South secondary extraction (Estimated September 2022). 

• EPL new conditions 

o Toxicity monitoring 

o Aquatic health monitoring program 

o Investigation into sediment in Tea Tree Hollow 

10.6. Waste Water Discharge Thresholds – Determination 

• When determining the waste water contaminant thresholds for Tahmoor’s licenced 

discharge point, the EPA consider and incorporate requirements from a number of 

guidelines per the extract taken from Tahmoor’s latest EPL Notice of Variation letter: 

 

 

• DH enquired if recreational water quality guidelines have been considered as part of 

the upgrade of the licence for discharge and advised that Council has held 

discussions with the EPA regarding this matter.  

o ZA advised that our guidelines are stricter than the Recreational Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

03/06/21 

11. Myrtle and Redbank Creek Remediation Plan Update (presented by Nick Le Baut) 

11.1. Myrtle Creek Remediation Works: 

• Schedule for 7 pools & associated rock bars approved by Resource Regulator 

• Resources Regulator visit in May 2021 

• TCCCC and WSC Councillors visit in April 2021 

• Works to be completed by mid-2022 as per schedule 

11.2. Myrtle Creek Pool 20: 

• Remediation strategy: 

o 50m curtain wall to a depth of 15m below creek level using PUR 

o Four stages process including shallow curtain wall to 2m and deeper curtain in 

5m increment 

o SWL: about 1m below the surface 

• Progress: 

o Shallow curtain wall completed (drill and grout) 

o Stage 2 (5m depth) in progress 

o Completion in September 2021 

11.3. Myrtle Creek Pool 23: 

• Positive outcome – Surface water level has remained constant since completion of 

remediation in February 2020. 
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• Ongoing surface and groundwater water monitoring. 

• Autumn aquatic ecology survey – Improved habitat from remediation works due to 

the return of water (similar or better compared to reference sites not impacted by 

mining). 

11.4. Redbank Creek Remediation Works: 

• Schedule for 15 pools and 6 rock bars approved by Resource Regulator 

• Remediation of 11 pools and 1 rock bar completed 

• Rock bar 19 scope extended 

• Estimated completion by December 2022 

11.5. Redbank Creek Rock Bar 19: 

• Progress Pool 19: 

o 40m curtain wall to a 12m depth completed 

o Curtain extended to the south due to high permeability affecting the 

effectiveness of the curtain wall 

o Pattern grouting to 1m within the center of the pool to improve retention 

capability 

o Expected completion end of June 2021 

• Pool 17, 18 and 20 – Pattern Grouting: 

o Drilling and grouting completed 

o Positive early outcome with increased water retention and return of flow 

11.6. Redbank Creek Future Works: 

• Characterisation and planning 

o Characterisation drilling completed for Pool 37, RB5 and RB6 to assess the 

fracture network 

o Remediation of rock bar 37, Pool 35 and Pool to start in July 

o 50m curtain wall, 15m in depth 

o Schedule delay of 6 weeks due to additional scope from Pool 19 
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12. Community Update (Presented by Amanda Bateman) 

12.1. Community Sponsorships: 

• Southwest Sydney Academy of Sport – Bronze Medal Partner 2021 - Tahmoor Coal 

provided a grant of $3,000 for the SWSAS Program  

• The Oaks Historical Society - Tahmoor Coal supported an advertisement in the 

Destination Wollondilly magazine 

• Tharawal Aboriginal Land Council - Tahmoor Coal supported the Tharawal Local 

Aboriginal Land Council NAIDOC Fun Day to be held on Friday 9 July 2021 

o The event runs from 10am - 2pm and entry is free 

o There will be Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural performances, 

free sausage sizzle, carnival rides and market stalls on the day 

o Last NAIDOC Fun Day had over 1000 attendees 

12.2. Apprenticeship Community Project – Thirlmere Lakes National Park – Scar Tree 

bracing 

• Tahmoor Coal’s apprentices are commencing a project with NSW National Parks & 

Wildlife to provide new bracing for a culturally significant Aboriginal sacred Scar 

Tree in Thirlmere Lakes National Park 

• The Scar Tree was struck by lightning approximately 2 years ago 

• The initial scoping meeting took place on 31 May 2021 with Auntie Glenda Chalker 

and NP&W representatives 

NOTE  03/06/21 
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• The project will commence in July with completion by September 2021 

12.3. Community – Western Domain Newsletter 2 

• Distributed to landowners in the LWW1 and LWW2 area. NOTE  03/06/21 

13. Subsidence Advisory NSW Update 

13.1. Residential Claim Status 

 
 

13.2. Picton Industrial Area  

 

NOTE  03/06/21 

14. TCCCC Finance 

14.1. The TCCCC bank balance is currently $29,952.37, statement end 30 April 2021. NOTE  03/06/21 

15. General Business 

15.1. AB raised the Tahmoor South consent conditions A25 and A26 for the Community 

Consultative Committee requirements. Tahmoor Coal can write to DPIE and seek approval 

to combine the existing CCC with the Tahmoor South CCC and request to appoint the 

existing Independent Chair to the combined CCC. The committee discussed this proposal. 

• CM supportive 

• JJ supportive 

• DH supportive, however will provide feedback from council 

• MM supportive 

DH 

 

AB 

 

 

NOTE 

 

 

11/06/21 

 

30/06/21 
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• AB to draft letter to send to DPIE following receipt of DH feedback from council 

15.2. MM closed the meeting. 

  

Meeting 

Closed  
6:35 pm  

Next 

Meeting  
Thursday 2 September 2021 Time  5:00pm  Location  

Tahmoor Coal/ 

Teams Online 

 


