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Name  Role  

Attendees 

Michael Muston (MM)  Independent Chairperson 

David Auchterlonie (DA)  Community Representative 

David Henry (DH) Wollondilly Shire Council Representative  

Peter Vale (PV) Tahmoor Coal Representative 

Amanda Bateman (AB) Tahmoor Coal Representative (minute taker) 

Invitees 

Thomas O’Brien (TO) Tahmoor Coal Representative 

Nick Le Baut (NLB) Tahmoor Coal Representative  

Apologies 

Bob Clayton (BC) Community Representative  

James Johnson (JJ) Community Representative 

Col Mitchell (CM) Community Representative  

Zina Ainsworth (ZA) Tahmoor Coal Representative  

Paul Rogers (PR) Wollondilly Shire Council Representative  

Michael Banasik (MB) Wollondilly Shire Councillor (alternative)  

Matthew Montgomery (MMt) Subsidence Advisory NSW 

Greg Kininmonth (GK)  Resources Regulator  

Nic Clyde (NC) Community Observer 

Nicole Pearce (NP) Community Observer  



 
 

Tahmoor Colliery Community Consultative Committee 
Minutes of Meeting - Tahmoor Coal Conference Room 1 
Thursday 2 March 2023 
 

 

 

Time 

Location 

Date 

5.00pm to 5.55pm  
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1. Welcome and Introductions  

1.1. Michael Muston is the Independent Chairperson. He acknowledged the Traditional Owners 

of the land on which we met and paid respects to their Elders, past and present.  
NOTE   02/03/23 

2. Declarations of Interest    

2.1. MM is paid by Tahmoor Coal. NOTE   02/03/23 

3. Apologies    

3.1. As per list above. NOTE   02/03/23 

4. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

4.1. Confirmation of Q4 Minutes from 1 December 2022 accepted. 

Note: Q4 minutes added to the Tahmoor Website.  
NOTE  

 

 
02/03/23 

5. Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

5.1. BC asked if committee member initials could be added to the meeting agenda to assist with 

identifying members assigned to actions and correspondence – completed & closed. 

5.2. DH to check with Council regarding the feasibility of a camera installation at Stonequarry 

Creek rockbar due to the misuse by vehicles and dirt bikes. Ibrahim Muharrem advised at 

December 2022 meeting that surveillance cameras are typically only used for illegal 

dumping purposes, but Council would look into this further – No further action to be taken 

- closed. 

5.3. NLB to provide map location of creek remediation sites with Q4 2022 meeting minutes – 

completed & closed. 

5.4. MM to draft Annual Report and distribute to the committee prior to March 2023 meeting 

with the intention that the TCCCC endorse the final report at the next meeting – completed 

& closed. 

5.5. Ibrahim Muharrem advised that Council is looking at opportunities for waterways data 

sharing and would like to discuss this further with Tahmoor Coal about the water quality 

data we currently collect. DH advised a working group is being formed and he will send an 

invitation to Tahmoor Coal representatives to attend – action open. 

 

CLOSED 

 

 

CLOSED 

 

 

CLOSED 

 

 

CLOSED 

 

 

OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01/06/23 

02/03/23 

6. Correspondence - update as per the agenda  

6.1. Tahmoor South Newsletter 3 – Emailed by AB 08/12/2022 

6.2. Six Monthly Subsidence Impact Report LW W1-W4 – Emailed by AB 08/12/2022 

6.3. WSC Draft Sustainability Policy for review – Emailed by IM 14/12/2022 

6.4. Q4 Meeting Invoice – Emailed by MM 16/12/2022 

6.5. Q4 TCCCC Meeting Minutes amendment – Emailed by MM 16/12/2022 

6.6. Q4 TCCCC Meeting Minutes distributed – Emailed by AB 19/12/2022 

6.7. Q4 TCCCC Meeting Minutes amendment requested – Emailed by NC 19/12/2022 

6.8. Q4 TCCCC Meeting Minutes proposed amendment – Emailed by AB 23/12/2022 

6.9. TCCCC Meeting dates request by council – Emailed by Kristy Peters 04/01/2023 

6.10. TCCCC Meeting dates sent to council – Emailed by AB 04/01/2023 

6.11. CMAP Quarterly Report December 2022 – Emailed by AB 06/01/2023 

6.12. Q4 TCCCC Meeting Minutes amendment confirmed – Emailed by NC 20/01/2023 

6.13. Q4 TCCCC Meeting Minutes amendment requested – Emailed by BC 20/01/2023 

6.14. Q4 TCCCC Meeting Minutes updated & distributed – Emailed by AB 23/01/2023 

6.15. Q1 TCCCC Meeting apology – Emailed by JJ 22/02/2023 

6.16. Q1 TCCCC Meeting agenda item Annual Report – Emailed by MM 22/02/2023 

6.17. New committee member nominations submitted to DPE – Emailed by MM 22/02/2023 

 

 

 

NOTE 

 

 

 

 02/03/23 
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6.18. Q1 TCCCC Meeting request to attend online – Emailed by NC 23/02/2023 

6.19. Q1 TCCCC Meeting request to attend online response – Emailed by AB 27/02/2023 

6.20. Draft Annual Report 2022 – Emailed by MM 22/02/2023 

6.21. Q1 TCCCC Meeting agenda distributed – Emailed by AB 28/02/2023 

6.22. Draft Annual Report 2022 review feedback – Emailed by AB 28/02/2023 

6.23. Draft Annual Report 2022 distributed to members – Emailed by MM 28/02/2023 

6.24. Q1 TCCCC Meeting apology & GHGE questions raised – Emailed by NC 01/03/2023 

6.25. Draft Annual Report 2022 feedback – Emailed by DH 01/03/2023 

6.26. Draft Annual Report 2022 updated with feedback – Emailed by MM 01/03/2023 

6.27. Enquiry about Brine Mod update at meeting – Emailed by DH 01/03/2023 

7. Committee Members Reports 

7.1. James Johnson  

• Apology NOTE  02/03/23 

7.2. Col Mitchell 

• Apology NOTE  02/03/23 

7.3. David Auchterlonie  

• Informed the committee of his resignation. He has been the longest standing 

committee member, having first started on the committee as a Council 

Representative approximately 28 years ago.  

• The committee wished David all the very best and thanked him for this valued 

contribution and input.  

o MM to prepare a thank you letter on behalf of the committee. 

o AB to organise a Tahmoor Coal recognition and thank you.  

 

NOTE 

 

 

 

JUNE 

 

 

 

 

 

01/06/23 

02/03/23 

7.4. Bob Clayton 

• Apology NOTE  02/03/23 

7.5. David Henry 

• Provided an update on council’s Sustainability Policy which went on public exhibition 

late last year. The policy is being submitted at the Council Meeting this month and 

should be available on the website in the coming weeks.  

NOTE  02/03/23 

8. Mining Operations Update – Mine Update (presented by Peter Vale) 

8.1. Mine Update:   

• Excellent results from the longwall during January and into February 2023. 

• Improved results from development once completed remote mining in tight coal zone. 

Changes to gas drainage hole spacing has improved drainage. 

• Recovery of equipment from Tahmoor North for future use in Tahmoor South is 

ongoing. 

• Commenced discussions with Picton High School regarding the GFG Foundation. 

Meeting with Wollondilly Anglican College next week. 

• Major projects ongoing: 

o Gas drainage plant 

o Waste Water Treatment Plant  

o Noise mitigation works  

• Coal price had been slowly rising until recently when it dropped sharply, however mid 

to long term indicators are that it will remain strong. Currently around $350/t (USD). 

NOTE  02/03/23 
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o Tahmoor South: 

• Longwall South 1A (LW S1A) commenced on 18 October 2022. 

• Production in January 2023 was the best result in the history of the mine, with over 

350kt produced, including weekly tonnes record of 104,374. 

• Development mining in maingate for Longwall S2A (MG2A panel), good results once 

past area with gas drainage issues (first workings, no subsidence) 

• Development mining in maingate for Longwall S3A (MG3A panel) (first workings, no 

subsidence) 

o Greenhouse Gas Management 

• In response to a question asked at the December meeting regarding sources of 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 

o Scope 1 emissions (direct emissions): 

▪ Fugitive emissions include: 

• Mine ventilation air contributing around 90%, with a 

methane concentration of ~0.2-0.4% 

• Power generation through utilisation of the higher 

concentration methane (~25-50%), contributing around 

3% 

• Flaring to convert fugitive methane to carbon dioxide 

• Pre / post drainage emissions 

Note: Tahmoor Coal utilises a combination of best practice 

methane management techniques to reduce its Scope 1 

emissions. 

▪ Other Scope 1 sources include: Diesel; Unleaded Petrol; SF6 and 

post-mining activities (contributing around 3%) 

o Scope 2 emissions (indirect emissions) are associated with electricity 

purchased from the grid. 

o Further information can be found on Tahmoor website 

• In response to a question asked at the December meeting whether Tahmoor is 

considering Ventilation Air Methane (VAM) technology: 

o There are no ventilation air methane plants in operation at a commercial 

scale in underground coal mines in Australia. The technology is energy 

intensive, and therefore increases Scope 2 GHGE. There is also a 

potential significant safety hazard associated with an ignition propagating 

into the mine with the implementation of this technology. This technology 

will continue to be monitored to determine whether it can become 

technically and economically viable. 

• Tahmoor considered the following for additional GHGE reduction: 

o In-seam gas drainage: Tahmoor Coal currently employees in-seam gas 

drainage to extract methane from the coal seam prior to mining. This 

technique is also employed to capture gas released during the extraction 

process. Extracted and captured gas is then flared or used in the power 

generation plant and is accounted for in the projected total Scope 1 GHGE. 

o Surface to in-seam gas drainage: Surface to in-seam (STIS) drilling 

involves the drilling of boreholes from the surface into the coal seam to 

extract methane prior to mining. The coal seam being mined, the Bulli 

Seam, is between 373 and 430 metres below surface level, with limited 

access at the surface due to the residential, semi-rural and agricultural 

environment. This system is not considered viable at Tahmoor Coal. 

o Sealing of areas of the mine: Tahmoor Coal incorporates sealing of unused 

areas of the mine as a part of its operating practice, to reduce fugitive 

GHGE coming from these unused underground areas. The access points 
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for each longwall are sealed off at the completion of mining, which is 

industry best practice.  

o Ongoing investigation: Tahmoor Coal acknowledges that GHGE abatement 

and low emissions technologies are continually and rapidly evolving. 

Tahmoor Coal is committed to regularly reviewing available GHGE 

abatement measures to determine if there are any reasonable and feasible 

measures that can be implemented to further reduce GHGE. 

8.2. GFG Foundation 

• The GFG Foundation is a registered charity founded by Nicola and Sanjeev Gupta.  

• GFG Foundation Goals: 

o Serving the community: To support and educate young people and the 

communities in which GFG Alliance has a significant presence  

o Inspiring the next generation: To inspire students by 

showcasing technology, engineering and science in local industrial 

businesses   

o Unlocking potential: To help students to build confidence as they 

enter adulthood by nurturing their spirit of innovation, imagination, 

invention and entrepreneurship  

• The GFG Foundation is launching its program in Wollondilly this year for 30 Year 9 & 

10 students from Picton High School and Wollondilly Anglican College. 

• The course will run for two school terms, one afternoon per week. It will include 

industry-based excursions, mentors from Tahmoor Coal and a graduation event. 

o AB to arrange for a presentation by Jonny Samengo for next meeting. 

• DA asked what apprentices we recruit. 

o PV advised we have one in each field of electrical and mechanical. We also 

have graduate and trainee programs.  
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9. Tahmoor South (presented by Nick Le Baut and Amanda Bateman) 

9.1. Longwall South 1A (LW S1A) 

• LW S1A commenced on 18 October 2022 

• LW S1A is currently at 1071.5m at COB 1 March 2023 (total length 1714m). 

• Subsidence levels are tracking below predictions with 719mm observed. 

9.2. Environmental observations: 

• No observed subsidence-related impacts to the following features in the last 3 

months: 

o Geotechnical - farm dams, steep slopes, cliffs, agriculture land 

o Aboriginal heritage – rock shelter (Teatree Hollow 2013.1) 

o Aquatic ecology 

o Terrestrial ecology – threatened flora, Threatened Ecological Communities 

• Surface water monitoring: 

o No triggers for surface water level & quality for October to December 2022, 

except for a Level 1 TARP trigger of TARP WMP3 at Pool TT9. 

o Trigger at Pool TT9 due to a decline in water level by greater than 10 

centimeters below the recorded baseline minimum level between 27 to 30 

December 2022. 

o Likely to be related to prevailing climatic conditions, unlikely to be related to 

mining influences.  

• Creek monitoring: 

o Level 1 TARP trigger of TARP WMP5 for visually observed anomalous change 

in water level and overland connected flow at Pools TT11 and TT3, as well as 

cracking observed approximately 50 metres downstream of Pool TT2. 
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o Confirmed to be due to mining influences, in line with anticipated impacts 

identified in Tahmoor South EIS and Extraction Plan. 

o Increased visual creek monitoring inspections from monthly to fortnightly and 

notified relevant government agencies and stakeholders. 

• Groundwater TARP WMP9 for Shallow Groundwater Pressure: 

o Level 2 TARP trigger at TBC032 (HBSS 131m) in December 2022 due to water 

level decline below the calculated Level 2 trigger. 

o Additional monitoring is required to confirm if trend is related to climatic or 

mining impacts. 

• Groundwater TARP WMP10 for Deep Groundwater Pressure: 

o Level 1 TARP triggers due to recorded drawdown below the modelled predicted 

drawdown. 

o TARP triggers appear to be very conservative, unlikely to be due to mining. 

• Groundwater TARP WMP11 for Groundwater Quality: 

o Level 1 TARP triggers due to salinity, pH and/or metals outside of defined 

trigger levels. 

o Triggers are likely to be climate related rather than mining. 

o Resulted in Level 1 TARP triggers to Groundwater TARP WMP13. 

o Groundwater TARPs WMP9, WMP10, WMP11 and WMP13 will be revised and 

groundwater level and quality re-assessed as part of the upcoming Annual 

Review. Current TARPs do not account for short-term fluctuations. 

o TARP Trigger Notification submitted to relevant government agencies. 

9.3. Upcoming survey monitoring sites for LW S1A: 

• Main Southern Rail 

• Tahmoor Mine Site 

• Remembrance Driveway 

• Wollondilly Anglian College    

• Bargo Petroleum 

• Gas Main  

• Water / Sewer Main 

• Telecommunications  
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10. Mining Operations Update - Western Domain (presented by Nick Le Baut and Amanda Bateman) 

10.1. Western Domain update – Longwall West 4 (LW W4) 

• LW W4 commenced on 16 May 2022 and finished on 13 September 2022. 

• Environmental monitoring currently in post-mining stage, to continue until September 

2023. 

• No observed subsidence-related impacts to dams, cliffs, steep slopes, agricultural 

land, surface water quality, groundwater level and quality, aquatic or terrestrial 

ecology, or Aboriginal heritage in last 3 months. 

• Surface Water Level – Level 3 TARP trigger for an atypical decline in water level at 

monitoring site CB in December 2022. Further investigations and data analysis being 

conducted. 

• Historical heritage culverts (88.400 and 88.980): 

o Level 3 TARP trigger for cracking on portal ends of both culverts (since LW 

W2). No development of cracks in the last 3 months.  

o Tahmoor Coal are currently engaging contractors to repair culverts, in 

consultation with Transport for NSW (Heritage). 

o Repair expected to be completed by end of June 2023. 

o DH asked is the culvert local, state or historical heritage?  

10.2. Redbank Creek Culvert (91.265km) Restoration 
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• Downer Pipetech completed the Redbank Creek Culvert lining. 

• ARTC Construction Verifier reviewed progress throughout works and will provide 

certification to the design. 

• Handover to ARTC upon receipt of design certification. 

 

 

 

11. Environment Update (presented by Tom O’Brien) 

11.1. Environmental Incidents  

• There were no Environmental Incidents reported since the previous meeting and there 

have been no incidents for over 12 months. 

Month Environmental Incidents 

December 2022 0 

January 2023 0 

February 2023 0 
 

NOTE  02/03/23 

11.2. Water – License Discharge Point 1  

• There were nil exceedances since the last meeting. 
NOTE  02/03/23 

11.3. Depositional Dust  

• Deposited dust levels continue to be below Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

target levels of 4mg/m2 per month. 

• Q1 average levels were 1.14mg/m2 

NOTE  02/03/23 

11.4. Waste Water Treatment Plant   

• Current status 

o Started civils works – laydown area + new concrete works. 

o Some of the WTP infrastructure has started to arrive at site. 

o Started work on electrical supply. 

o On schedule for completion in December 2023. 

• Brine Disposal at Port Kembla (discharge to ocean) 

o Access options to the proposed Port Kembla Brine Disposal Facility currently 

being explored with the Port Kembla Coal Terminal (PKCT) 

o Additional human health impact studies are being undertaken at the request of 

the EPA – expected to be submitted in the next quarter. 

• Brine Disposal at Tahmoor (underground discharge) 

o Tahmoor Coking Coal submitted a modification request to the Department of 

Planning & Environment (DPE) for the storage of brine underground. The 

proposed modification seeks to permit the transfer and storage of water 

treatment plant brine in underground workings and the temporary storage of 

mine water in the Tahmoor North underground mining area. 

o Modification is on public exhibition from 23/02/23 to 8/03/23. Submissions can 

be made online by following the below link 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-2-

underground-brine-storage  

▪ DH advised that council will be putting forward a submission but 

flagged the limited timeframe set by DPE. Main concerns are around 

the risks to sandstone and waterways with the higher concentrated 

salinity.  

NOTE  02/03/23 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-2-underground-brine-storage
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-2-underground-brine-storage
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-2-underground-brine-storage
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-2-underground-brine-storage
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12. Myrtle and Redbank Creek Remediation Plan Update (presented by Nick Le Baut) 

12.1. Remediation Works Schedule: 

 
• Myrtle Creek Stage 2 remediation works completed in August 2022. 

• Redbank Creek works on schedule as per approved schedule by Resources 

Regulator – current completion date December 2023. 

12.2. Myrtle Creek update 

• All remediated pools in monitoring phase – Surface water, ground water and aquatic 

ecology monitoring. 

• Monitoring required for a period of two years to assess the effectiveness of the 

remediation works. 

• Pool 23 completion report submitted to Resources Regulator (awaiting response). 

• Surface water levels: 

o All pools holding water except for Pool 14. 

o Minor recession observed in December 2022 for most pools – More data 

required, can be due to climatic condition. 

• Aquatic Ecology (Spring Survey) 

o Bi annual monitoring using Standard River Assessment System (AUSRIVAS). 

o Results for all remediated pools range from Band B to Band D (Reference Site 

Band C). 

o Pool habitat provided at all sites, lower scoring related to shallow pool habitat 

and regime of high flow event. 

12.3. Redbank Creek Pool 37 Remediation 

• Grout curtain wall 50m wide x 18m depth using expandable grout compound to seal 

fracture network. 

• Currently remediating Stage 2 (6m deep section) – 92% completed. 

• Permeability testing is carried out to assess the ground condition during 

construction. 

• Early improvement of pool holding capacity. 

• Completion expected June 2023. 

• Surface water levels: 

o All pools currently holding water.  

o Recession observed at Pool 19 (remediated 2021). 

o Monitoring required for a period of two years to assess the effectiveness of the 

remediation works. 

• Aquatic Ecology (Spring Survey) 

o Bi annual monitoring using Standard River Assessment System (AUSRIVAS). 

o Results for all remediated pools range from Band B to Band C (Reference Site 

Band C). 

o Pool habitat provided at all sites 

o Remediation works provided moderate to good levels of recovery. 

NOTE 

 

 

 

 

 

02/03/23 

13. Community Update (Presented by Amanda Bateman) 



 
 

Tahmoor Colliery Community Consultative Committee 
Minutes of Meeting - Tahmoor Coal Conference Room 1 
Thursday 2 March 2023 
 

 

Time 

Location 

Date 

5.00pm to 5.55pm  

Tahmoor Coal Conference Room 1 – 2975 Remembrance Dr Bargo 

2 March 2023 

Minute Taker AB 

Who 
When 

Req’d 

Date 

Raised 

13.1. Community Complaints  

• One enquiry received last quarter relating to loss of TV channels – unrelated to mine 

operations. All complaints have been investigated and addressed. 

Month  Community Complaints  

December 2022 0 

January 2023 0 

February 2023 1 

 

13.2. Community – Tahmoor South Newsletters 

• Tahmoor South Newsletter #3 issued to all residents within the study area on 8 

December 2022. 

• Tahmoor South December Newsletter #4 to be issued week beginning 13 March 

2023.   

13.3. Community Sponsorships: 

• SOTC Chapel Run Show & Shine - $2,000 sponsorship towards the purchase of 

equipment for Tahmoor Public School Autism & Support Unit. Event is being held on 

Sunday 12 March at Hotel Bargo. 

• Thirlmere Festival of Steam - $3,500 sponsorship for the Huff N’ Puff run. Festival is 

being held on Saturday 18 & Sunday 19 March. 

• Wollondilly Women in Business - $750 sponsorship for the International Women's 

Day event on 29 March at Menangle Country Club. 

• South West Sydney Academy of Sport - $5,000 corporate partnership for 3 years for 

the Talented Athlete – Bound for Brisbane 2032 Program 

• Wollondilly Heritage Museum - $2,880 for the Destination Wollondilly tourism 

magazine advertisement for 2023 

• Picton Primary School Chaplaincy Program - $2,000 sponsorship 

NOTE  02/03/23 

14. Subsidence Advisory NSW Update (Presented by Amanda Bateman) 

14.1. Residential Claim Status 

 
 

14.2. Picton Industrial Area  

 

 

 

 

NOTE 
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15. TCCCC Finance 

15.1. The TCCCC bank balance is currently $36,120.86 statement end 30 December 2022. NOTE  02/03/23 

16. General Business 

16.1. Review of TCCCC Annual Report – MM update draft to include DH feedback. Report 

accepted for submission. 

16.2. New Tahmoor Colliery website went live on 6 December 2022 – 

www.tahmoorcolliery.com.au  

16.3. MM closed the meeting. 

 

NOTE 

 

 

 
02/03/23 

Meeting 

Closed  
5.55pm  

Next 

Meeting  
Thursday 1 June 2023 Time  5:00pm  Location  Tahmoor Coal  

 

http://www.tahmoorcolliery.com.au/
http://www.tahmoorcolliery.com.au/

